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As part of her intervention, the artist gave the old books new titles and painted new dust jackets. Thus, the former content of the books was invalidated. The gesture is radical, but not final: the dust jackets can be removed so as to return to the original relationship between the dust jacket and the content.
Jadwiga Sawicka is interested in the phenomenon of book collections. Such collections can be a source of interesting observation. When they are coherent, they reveal the interests, education and ambitions of the bibliophile. Random book collections reveal the owner’s aspirations, capricious passions and weakness in the face of market incentives. On the other hand, collections from the communist era demonstrate the range of publications available at the time.
A collection can also be viewed as an ‘independent entity’, in which the neighbouring volumes create a narrative of their own. This is the case with the exhibition The Cover Alien to the Book. Thus its concept confronts the Mieczysław Porębski Library – in a philosophical, artistic and humanist dialogue with the professor’s vision of the history of art.
The exhibition The Cover Alien to the Book is accompanied by a photograph of Helena – a person who perhaps does not exist – who displays her intellectual and emotional personality through the way that books have been placed over her body.

* The exhibition can be seen during the Library opening hours. 
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Jadwiga Sawicka, Sweets, 2021, 24.5 × 18 × 2 cm; Good Women, 2017, 20 × 14 × 4 cm; Cakes, 2017, 21 × 15 × 4,5 cm, acrylic, collage / paper, courtesy J. Sawicka, photo: R. Sosin


Jadwiga Sawicka, Phantoms of Love, 2017, 24.5 × 18 × 2 cm; Battle of the Sexes, 2017, 20.5 × 13.5 × 3 cm; In Tears, 2017, 31.5 × 24.5 × 1 cm, acrylic, collage / paper, courtesy J. Sawicka, photo: R. Sosin


Jadwiga Sawicka, Sweets, 2021, 24.5 × 18 × 2 cm; Liquid Fruit, 2021, 20.5 × 13.5 × 3 cm; Bitter Dinners, 2021, 20.5 × 13.5 × 3 cm, acrylic, collage / paper, courtesy J. Sawicka, photo: R. Sosin
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MOCAK THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART IN KRAKOW –  A CULTURAL INSTITUTION OF THE CITY OF KRAKOW
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