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The Artist and the Trace: Materials from the MOCAK Collection Artists' Archive
Curator: Martyna Sobczyk
Co-operation: Katarzyna Wincenciak
Opening: 27.04.2017
The exhibition will run: 28.04–17.09.2017
Venue: Alfa Gallery
Artists: Jerzy Bereś, John Blake, Oskar Dawicki, Jerzy Kałucki, Milan Knížák, Rolf Langebartels, Ben Patterson, Zbigniew Warpechowski, Jacek Zachodny

The MOCAK Collection Artists' Archive, part of the MOCAK Archive, is a valuable source of information about Polish and international contemporary art. The collection – begun by Maria Anna Potocka in the 1970s as part of the activities of the Pi Gallery, the Potocka Gallery and the Artists’ Museum – has been growing steadily. The inauguration of the MOCAK Archive in the newly designated space means that viewers will have access to hundreds of source materials, including photographs, films, artist’s books, correspondence, author’s notes, drawings, projects and the relics of actions and exhibitions. Many are the unique documentation of a particular artistic activity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The exhibition is the first in a series intended to popularise the MOCAK Archive collection. The objects on display are testimony to artistic processes and ephemeral performative actions. The unique archival material documents public actions, artistic projects, and exhibitions from the period 1973–2004. It is only in juxtaposition with apposite photographic material and descriptions that inconspicuous objects, such as a kite, steel ball or piece of wire, are able to evoke specific performances and exhibitions.
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Ben Patterson, What Is Fluxus? This Is Fluxus, 2001, kite from the performance, 66 × 64 cm, MOCAK Archive 
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John Blake, 600 Eyes for Krzysztofory, 1981, photograph of the installation, 126 × 179.3 cm, MOCAK Archive
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Zbigniew Warpechowski, 10 minutes, 1973, objects from the performance, 8 × 3 cm, 3 × 3.5 cm, MOCAK Archive
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Jacek Zachodny, Observation, 1998, photograph of the action, 70 × 100 cm, MOCAK Archive

[image: C:\Users\MOCAK17\Desktop\MATERIAŁY PRASOWE\MATERIAŁY PRASOWE 2017\04 TWORCA I SLAD\ZDJECIA\6.1.tif]

Jerzy Bereś, Auction, 1973, photographs from the performance, 35 × 99 cm, MOCAK Archive
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Milan Knížák, Fashion Show, 1987, photograph from the performance, 29.7 × 21 cm, MOCAK Archive

All materials on the page tagged ‘Press’ are intended solely for the use of the media. Their dissemination is permitted exclusively as information about MOCAK or exhibitions and projects organised by MOCAK in the course of their duration. All photographs downloaded from the MOCAK web site can only be re-published if accompanied by the caption provided on the MOCAK Press page.
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Press contact:
Justyna Kuska
kuska@mocak.pl
0048 12 263 40 55
0048 798 085 270
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