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MOCAK Museum of Contemporary Art  
in Krakow
MOCAK is the first and largest such museum to 
have been purpose-built in Poland since the war;  
it is located in Krakow’s formerly industrial  
and continually revitalised district of Zabłocie.

During the five years of its activity, MOCAK has 
become the most prominent centre of contemporary 
art in Krakow and gained world acclaim. More than 
120 000 visitors come through its doors every year.

The Museum was built on the site of the former factory of Oskar 
Schindler and was designed by the Italian architect Claudio 
Nardi. His design drew on the existing architectural context, 
adapting some of the former factory halls and adding a new 
building in a neo-modernist style. The characteristic industrial 
sawtooth roof covering the former factory buildings is the dominant 
visual element of the design.

The Museum comprises a number of buildings of 
different sizes and purpose, the configuration of  
the compound creating a self-contained village. 
Building A houses the over 8 000 m2 exhibition  

space of the MOCAK Collection 
as well as temporary exhibitions, 
the Alfa Gallery, the MOCAK 
Bookstore specialising in art 
books, the MOCAK Café  
and the Audiovisual Hall, 
 in which numerous lectures, 
projections and other events 
take place.
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In Building B there is the Beta Gallery and the MOCAK Library, 
which also comprises the Mieczysław Porębski Library.  
The MOCAK book collection comprises catalogues of 
exhibitions in Poland and abroad and monographs of artists 
as well as magazines, albums and publications on modern 
humanities.

To the rear of the building, since 2013, the former gatehouse 
has housed another exhibition space – the Re Gallery.

MOCAK has been active since 2011.  
Its main goals include exhibiting works  
of contemporary artists in the context  
of topical issues that involve society  
and individuals, as well as expanding 
audiences’ awareness and perception  
of the art of the past two decades so as 
to bring it closer to viewers and make it 
inspirational.

The MOCAK programme offers a wealth of educational elements: 
diverse projects, workshops and meet-the-artist events enable children 
and young people as well as adults to experience art in a personal way 
and discover its manifold aspects. Most importantly, the institution 
is governed by the principle of being open to all social groups. Special 
attention and individual programme of activities has been available for 
those in excluded social groups, such as prisoners or individuals with 
mental problems.  
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Mieczysław Porębski’s Library

Exhibition Władysław Hasior: The European Rauschenberg?, 2014

Museum workshop
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Today, the MOCAK Collection comprises 4 557 works of 235 artists from 32 countries,  
and approximately half of these are by Polish artists, including Tomasz Ciecierski, Stanisław 
Dróżdż, Robert Kuśmirowski, Marcin Maciejowski and Wilhelm Sasnal, providing audiences  
an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the art of the country. In the Collection there can 
also be found works by Krištof Kintera, Sarah Lucas, Julian Opie and Ai Weiwei. The exhibition 
changes once a year; it is organised to reflect the themes covered or media used by the artists, 
also taking into account works that are relevant for the temporary exhibitions. The MOCAK 
Collection is enhanced by the MOCAK Archive, which comprises materials related to Marian 
Eile, Władysław Hasior, the Krzysztofory Gallery, Mieczysław Porębski, the second Krakow 
Group, Mikołaj Smoczyński, and an archive of the Museum’s own activities.

Publishing is also a vital part of the Museum’s activities. Each exhibition 
is accompanied by a catalogue that contains reproductions of works  
and texts by Polish and international specialists, which provide a context 
to facilitate interpretation of the exhibits. Publications normally appear 
in at least two language versions. As a cultural institution, through these 
activities the Museum aims to expand the information available  
to audiences, fill in gaps in the publishing offer on the market and 
popularise contemporary art. So far, over 80 publications have been 
produced, a significant part of which refer to the topic of the Holocaust.

Every year, MOCAK has organised some 15 temporary 
exhibitions. The most important of these is, without doubt, the 
series The World through Art. Each exhibition in the series deals 
with an important societal issue. So far, the following exhibitions 
have taken place: History in Art, Sport in Art, Economics in Art, 
Crime in Art, Gender in Art and Medicine in Art. 

During the five years of its existence, the Museum has 
organised over 100 group and individual exhibitions 
of artists including Robert Devriendt, Omer Fast, 
Władysław Hasior, Jiří Kolář, Jarosław Kozłowski, Julian 
Opie, Wisława Szymborska and Erwin Wurm. In its 
programme, the Museum places an emphasis on the 
presentation of the oeuvre of artists whose works can 
be found in the MOCAK Collection.
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Robert Kuśmirowski, untitled, 2009, installation

Erwin Wurm’s exhibition, Good Boy, 2013
All photographs by Rafał Sosin.
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CURRENT EXHIBITIONS
Medicine in Art
22.4–2.10.2016 

Medicine in Art is another exhibition in the series that confronts terms permeating the public sphere 
of reference with the viewpoint of the artist. Medicine is present throughout human life and impacts 
on all its aspects. Medicine offers help and cure, while putting us to task and inspiring reflection.  
The connotations it has are, above all, illness, pain and therapeutic treatment. Another theme is 
physical wasting and death. Illness goes hand-in-hand with care-giving and compassion and this is  
the area of medicine that the patient and doctor share. Medicine is also a science, which in its vast 
scope comprises pharmaceutical, biological and psychological experimentation, dealing with the 
ethical issues that ensue. This scientific aspect also includes the psychology of illness understood  
as the relationship between the state of the mind and the state of the physical body.

Robert Devriendt 
Making Connections
22.4–25.9.2016 

The exhibition of works by Robert Devriendt is another individual presentation of artists from  
the MOCAK Collection. It has been organised jointly with the Groeninge Museum in Bruges.  
The Belgian painter creates series, each of which consists of a dozen or so realistic, miniature oil 
paintings that combine into a narrative. The title of the exhibition, echoing that of one of  
the series, invites the viewers to try their own, creative reconstruction of the events on the basis of 
single frames or snippets of the story. Making Connections is about how we relate to fragmented 
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